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EXPANDABLE CANNULA 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, there is hereby provided 
certain information which the Examiner may consider material to the examination of the subject U.S. 
patent application. It is requested that the Examiner make this information of record if it is deemed 
material to the examination of the application. 



1 . Enclosures accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement are: 

la. 0 A list of all patents, publications, applications, or other information submitted for 
consideration by the office. 

lb. A legible copy of : 

[~X~| Each U.S. patent application publication and U.S. and foreign patent; 

| [ Each publication or that portion which caused it to be listed on the PTO-1449; 

I I For each cited pending U.S. application, the application specification including 
the claims, and any drawing of the application, or portion of the application 
which caused it to be listed on the PTO-1449 including any claims directed to 
that portion; 

| | all other information or portion which caused it to be listed on the PTO-1449. 

1 c. O An English language copy of search report(s) from a counterpart foreign application 
or PCT International Search Report. 

Id. Q Explanations of relevancy (ATTACHMENT 1(d), hereto) or English language 
abstracts of the non-English language publications. 

2. Q This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b): 



□ Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a continued 
prosecution application under § 1 .53(d); 

Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1 .491 in an 
international application; 

Before the mailing of the first Office action on the merits; 

Before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination under §1.114. 

3. [X] This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 C.F.R. §1.97(c) after the period 

specified in 37 C.F.R § 1.97(b), but before the mailing date of any of a final action under 37 
CJF.R, § 1 . 1 1 3, a notice of allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .3 1 1 or an action that otherwise 
closes prosecution in the application. 

(Check either Item 3 a or 3 b) 

The Certification Statement in Item 5 below is applicable. Accordingly, no fee is 
required. 

The $180.00 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
61.97(c) is: 
Q enclosed 

□ to be charged to Deposit Account No. 500601 
(Item 3b to be checked if any reference known for more than 3 months) 

4. □ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(d) after the period 

specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), but on or before the date of payment of the issue fee. 

The $180.00 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is: 
l~l enclosed. 

□ to be charged to Deposit Account No. 500601 
The Certification Statement in Item 5 below is applicable. 

5. El Certification Statement (applicable if Item 3a or Item 4 is checked) 

(Check either Item 5a or 5b) 

5a. □ In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(1), it is certified that each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

5b. IS In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(2), it is certified that no item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, was known by any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing 
of this Information Disclosure Statement. 




3a. [a 
3b. □ 



6. D This application is a continuation application under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .60 or § 1 .53(b) or (d). 



(Check appropriate Items 6a, 6b and/or 6c) 

6a. □ A Petition to Withdraw from issue under 37 C.F.R. §1.31 3(b)(5) is concurrently filed 
herewith. 

Copies of publications listed on Form PTO-1449 from prior application Serial No. _ 

, filed on , of which this application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §120, are not 

being submitted pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

Copies of the publications listed on Form PTO-1449 were not previously cited in 
prior application Serial No. , filed on , and are provided herewith. 

7. □ This is a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. (Check either Item 7a or 7b) 

7a. □ This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(0 

supplements the Information Disclosure Statement filed on .A bona fide attempt 

was made to comply with 37 C.F.R. §1.98, but inadvertent omissions were made. 
These omissions have been corrected herein. Accordingly, additional time is 
requested so that this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement can be 
considered as if properly filed on . 

7b. □ This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is timely filed within one (1) 
month of a PTO Notice under 37 C.F.R. §1.97(i). 

8. □ In accordance with 37 C J\R. § 1 .98, a concise explanation of what is presently understood to 

be the relevance of each non-English language publication is: 

(Chech Item 8a t 8b, or 8c) 

8a. □ satisfied because all non-English language publications were cited on the enclosed 
English language copy of the PCT International Search Report or the search report 
from a counterpart foreign application indicating the degree of relevance found by 
the foreign office. 

8b. D set forth in the application. 

8c. Q enclosed as an attachment hereto. 

9. [X] The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fee required or credit any 

overpayment for this Information Disclosure Statement and/or Petition to 

Deposit Account No. 500601 

10. \x\ No admission is made that the information cited in this Statement is, or is considered to be, 

material to patentability nor a representation that a search has been made (other than a search 
report of a foreign counterpart application or PCT International Search Report if submitted 

herewith). 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(g) and OiY 

Respectfully Submitt ed, _ 

Paul D. Bianco Registration No. 43,500 

Fleit, Kain, Gibbons, Gutman & Bongini, P.L 
601 Brickell Key Drive, Suite 404 
Miami, FL 33131 
(305) 931-9620 




6b. □ 



6c. □ 
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TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for all correspondence after initial filing) 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/992,211 



11/16/2001 



P. Bonutti 



3731 



M. Thaler 



v. 



Total Number of Pages in This Submission 



Attorney Docket Number 



780-A02-003-2 



ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 



Fee Transmittal Form 
Fee Attached 



□ 

□ 

| [ Amendment / Reply 
| | After Final 
| | Affidavits/declaration (s) 

| [ Extension of Time Request 

| | Express Abandonment Request 

| | Information Disclosure Statement 

□ Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

□ Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Assignment Papers 
(for an Application) 

Drawing (s) 

Licensing-related Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence 
Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 

CD, Number of CD(s) 



Remarks 



□ After Allowance Communication 
to Group 

□ Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 

□ Appeal Communication to Group 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

| | Proprietary Information 

| | Status Letter 

0 Other Enclosure(s) (please 
identify below): 

IDS List 

Copy of Cited Reference 
Return Postcard 



:% 



— 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



Paul D. Bianco Reg. 43,500 




Signature 



Date 



f Epress Mail Label No.: EV 216521027 US CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 








I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as exDress 


mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on this date: 






Typed or printed name 


Dinah 


Fuentes 










^Signature 






Date 





Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you are required to complete this form shouldf be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, 
DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



